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Work Ethic | Excellence | Relationships | Engagement

Kurnai College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Land on which we live and work, of

the Braiakaulung people of the Gunaikurnai nation and pay our respects to their Elders past,

present and future.
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The end of the first semester is fast approaching with only four

more weeks before Years 11 and 12 VCE students have

practice exams commencing in the week of the King’s Birthday

holiday; VCE/VM students will have a catch-up week. It is

particularly important for VCE students that they make sure

they complete the learning outcomes and SACs during this

time so they can achieve satisfactory results for their subjects.

Please make sure teachers are made aware if students are

having difficulties and remember that extra help is available

after school on Monday and Thursday afternoons in the library study sessions.

 

The 2023 General Achievement Test (GAT) will be held on Thursday, 15th June. The GAT has

to be done by all students doing a 3/4-unit VCE subject and some Year 12 students doing the

VCE/VM. The GAT will be held in the Fed Uni Auditorium. The purpose of the GAT is to

provide information on student abilities in reading, writing, comprehension, and maths. If

something happens to limit a student's participation in exams at the end of the year or

complete parts of their studies there is an indicator of their abilities so this can be used as

part of their assessment. While it is not possible to study for the GAT it is something that

students should take seriously unless they are 100% certain they can predict their future and

everything will be fine.

 

Students have started to do the Attitude to School Survey (AtoSS) this week. This is a survey

that allows them to share their feelings about the school and their teachers as well their

relationships with their peers and their view of their own world. AtoSS information is

completely confidential. It provides the College with important insights into how the school is

going and how our students are coping with their education.

Message from our
Campus Principal
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Last Wednesday I attended Federation Uni’s

scholarship presentation at the University's

auditorium. And the winners of the 2023 Gippsland

Education Precinct bursaries were…Anya Robinson

studying the Bachelor of Nursing and Bridie Byrne

studying the Bachelor of Occupational Therapy. Bridie

and Anya are loving their studies at Fed Uni.

 

 

Mr Geoff Block

University Campus Principal
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Key Dates

Term 2   

Thurs 18 May Yakult Factory Tour

Mon 12 Jun King's Birthday Public Holiday - College Closed

Tue 13 & Wed 14 June    VCE Exams

Thu 15 Jun GAT (General Achievement Test)

Fri 16 Jun VCE Exams

Fri 16 Jun CSEF Applications Due

Mon 19th Jun Assessment Day - Student Free Day

Fri 23 Jun Term 2 Ends

Term 3  

Mon 10 Jul Term 3 Commences

Fri 28 Jul Senior Formal Masquerade Ball

Mon 4 Sep Student Free Day                         

Fri 15 Sep Last Day of Term 3        

Term 4  

Mon 2 Oct                       Term 4 Commences

Tues 24 Oct - Wed 15 Nov Year 12 VCE Exams

Mon 6 Nov Student Free Day

Tue 7 Nov Melbourne Cup Public Holiday - College Closed

Wed 15 Nov Year 12 Graduation - Gippsland Performing Arts Centre

Fri 15 Dec College Awards Ceremony

College Key Contacts

Calendar of Events
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For a full list of College wide key contacts please go to:
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Message from the College Principal

 

G’day everyone, 

Another busy term is well underway and across the college, there is a

busy agenda of activities.  Interschool sports, camps and excursions

and visits to the Gippsland tech school are all keeping our school team

busy and students engaged. 

 

At Kurnai College we work hard to ensure that all of our students feel

valued and safe regardless of their ethnicity, their learning needs, or their gender orientation

and we will continue to develop our learning in this space. Inclusive schools such as ours

can nurture diversity, promote equity, and create a more tolerant and accepting society.

 

Inclusion enables every child to learn, achieve, and participate in all aspects of school life to

the best of their abilities. It breaks down barriers and reduces discrimination, stigma, and

prejudice. It fosters a climate of mutual respect, social justice, and belonging, where every

student is valued and supported.

 

Our college has recently been recognised for our outstanding work in disability inclusion.

This new initiative from the Education Department is allowing more targeted help for more of

our students. The new initiative ‘Disability Inclusion’ is a strength-based approach that

enables us all to focus on the achievements and skills of our students and build on their

strengths to enable them to achieve across our college. 

This important work at Kurnai is being led by Assistant Principal Sarah Cohen supported by

her Inclusion Specialist Team of Denise Cairnduff, Kara Thompson, Amanda Vosper, and

Adele Zomer. This team has begun the big task of implementing this important initiative and

College News 
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as mentioned has been recognised for their excellent work. Their aim is to secure the

support that every Kurnai College student needs to be a successful learner. 

 

Another aspect of our work to create a truly inclusive learning Community is the College

Reconciliation Action Plan. This plan will be submitted for accreditation soon and supports

and directs our work at every campus creating a safe and inclusive learning environment for

our First Nations students.

 

Other work across our college involves the creation of a quiet place at our campuses for

reflection and prayer for students requiring  access to such a space.

We will also continue to develop our learning and actions relating to supporting our students

who identify as LGBQTIA+. 

 

As we like to say. Kurnai is a great school for all.

Thanks, everyone, 

 

 Anthony Rodaughan

 College Principal 

 

 

ANZAC Day

On Tuesday 25th of April, Student Leaders had the honour of representing Kurnai College at

multiple ANZAC services that were held across the Latrobe Valley to pay our respects. 

 

424SQN Australian Air Force Cadets

Students of the 424SQN Australian Air Force Cadets started the day off at the dawn service

at Port Albert before traveling onto the Latrobe Valley to attend services in Yinnar, Churchill,
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and then Morwell. 

 

University Campus

College Captains, Jazmine Sanders, William

Bonnici, and Kerwin Valdez attended the Yinnar

service, where the trio laid a wreath on behalf of

Kurnai College.

Kerwin stated, "I really appreciated being part of

the community and commemorating the

ANZACs”. 

“The service was very informative, the primary

school students hammered in crosses of significance which helped deepen my

understanding of ANZAC day”, said Jazmine.

William had the privilege to play the Last Post at the ceremony.

 

Churchill Campus

Churchill Campus Vice School Captains, Robert

Aarons and Zoe Woodward attended the  service held

in Churchill, where they laid a floral wreath and then

addressed the crowd reflecting on the importance of

ANZAC day.

Bobby mentioned, “This was the first time I have gone

to an ANZAC day service, and it was very interesting to

hear all the stories that were told”.

 “It was an honour and a privilege to speak,” said Zoe.

Other students from the Churchill Campus were also present and participated in the band

and flag-raising ceremony. Bobby and Zoe laid a wreath on behalf of Kurnai College.

 

Morwell Campus

Morwell Campus School captains, Kieran Webb and Ayla Schiavello

attended the service held in Morwell where they laid a wreath on

behalf of Kurnai College.

 

To see more photos from ANZAC Day services visit:

https://kurnai.co/anzac-day
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Music News

Easter in Yinnar Collaboration

Our musos finished off a busy term by performing at the Easter in Yinnar celebrations. Once

again, our students did an amazing job in performing and representing our College. It was

great to hear community members talk so positively about our students and see the support

they show to our performing arts students. We would like to congratulate all the students on

their tremendous effort. 

 

Grade 5 & 6 Awareness days

We welcomed our grade 5 & 6 students to our campus by providing some musical

entertainment during lunchtime. The students had a great time singing and dancing this was

the highlight of the day for many students.

 

Kurnai’s Got Talent

Auditions will begin this term at all campuses. Contestants will be required to present two

items to the judges.

 

What to Learn a musical instrument?

For students wanting to learn a musical instrument, we have limited spaces

available for brass & woodwind instruments. Please collect an expression of

interest form from the general office, or speak to the College Music

Coordinator, Mr Chris Gretton to find out more information.

 

 

Sports News

Gippsland Volleyball 

Last week, Kurnai College had an integrated Year 7 and integrated Year 8 team from the

Churchill Campus and Morwell Campus representing the College at the Gippsland Volleyball
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held at Latrobe Leisure Centre in Morwell.

 

The Year 8s played against Leongatha S.C., Lake Entrance S.C. and Lowanna College. While

the Year 7s played against Bass Coast College - Dudley Campus and Nagle College

Bairnsdale.

 

While neither the teams came away with a win the students had fun participating and

working together as a team while upholding the school's pillars; engagement, excellence,

relationships, and work ethic.

 

 

Senior/Intermediate Girls Football

Today, Friday 12th of May Kurnai College's Senior/Intermediate Girls Football team

participated in the Wellington District Interschool Football in Sale. The team played against

Catholic College Sale and Lavalla Catholic College. Despite their best fighting efforts they

unfortunately lost both games. Regardless the girls show tremendous sportsmanship and

should be proud of the way in which they represented Kurnai College and themselves.  

 

School Values
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Kurnai College’s four pillars underpin all aspects of our work.
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Senior Formal

Save the Date! Tickets will be available to purchase soon!

Kurnai Chess Competition

Last term the Kurnai Chess Competition took place in the library this week. Organised by

Kerwin Valdez with the help of Jacob Dijamco, over 30 students who enjoy playing chess

signed up to play.

 

There were some mighty battles and thrilling cut throat finishes but the ultimate checkmate

champion was Eric Wang.

Congratulations and well done to the runners-up – Hannah Johnson (2nd), and Andrew

Tyrrell & Archie Reilly (=3rd). 

School News 
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PARTY Program Excursion

On Thursday 11th of November, the Year 12 VCE Vm students attended the Prevent Alcohol

and Risk-Related Trauma in Youth (PARTY) Program at Latrobe Regional Hospital (LRH).

 

The PARTY Program is an internationally recognised dynamic and

interactive injury awareness and prevention program that uses vivid

clinical reality to show participants the possible consequences of

risk-taking behaviour. With the program taking place in a hospital-

simulated environment, the student were provided with information to

help them recognise potential injury-producing situations, make

prevention oriented choices, and adopt behaviours to minimise risk.

 

The students circulated through a number of rotations where they

were able to engage with emergency services professionals,

doctors, nurses, allied health practitioners, and people who have

experienced trauma and survived - often with significant

disabilities. The working hospital environment provides

participants with an authentic experience. This allows insight into

the many consequences patients, families, and health

professionals face as a result of risk-related trauma. 
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Victoria Police Road Safety Expo

On Thursday 11th of May, all Year 11 students attended the Road Safety Expo facilitated by

the Gippsland Road Safety Council, TAC, Latrobe City Council, Berry Street, SES, Ambulance

Victoria and the Victorian Road Safety Policing Unit. 

 

The students were presented and demonstrated with

evidence-based information regarding young people

to enable them to make better choices and decisions

as drivers, partygoers, pub, club, schoolies and

festival attendees - also for those who just enjoy a day

trip to the beach, river, up the bush or a late night

adventure to fast food drive-throughs or a friends/

families place. 

 

Heading off into a round-robin format, in small

groups the students engaged in activities that

built upon their awareness about distractions on

the road, safely driving around trucks, first aid

responder first aid, basic car maintenance,

driving under the influence of alcohol and other

drugs - providing strategies to separate

drink/drug life from driving, tired driving,

preparing for parties/ festivals and other events. 

 

RMIT I Belong Camp
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A small cohort of Year 10-12 Indigenous students attend the RMIT I Belong Camp last week.

 

I Belong endeavours to address many of the barriers to higher education that students

endure. The students participated in a program that enhanced their knowledge about the

entry of pathways to university course options and career opportunities. They discovered

how you can attend University regardless of if they undertake VCE or VCE VM.

  

The students travelled down to Melbourne on the V-

Line train where they begin their day at RMIT’s city

campus getting a real feel for university life and the

opportunities available.

 

Whilst at RMIT the students were engaged in a Media

Program where they played the role of a T.V host using

the auto scroll to prompt them what to say and explore the workings behind the camera. 

 

Later that afternoon the students visited the Old

Melbourne Gaol where they were presented with a

mock case and had to be involved by either portraying

the Judge, Prosecutor, Defence and so forth. 

 

In the evening, the students experienced the hustle

and bustle of Melbourne Central and had the free

choice to purchase their dinner from the large variety of vendors, before enjoying a film at

Hoyts cinema.

 

The following morning, the students went to RMIT,

Bundoora Campus at Latrobe where they participated

in the Scarred Tree Heritage Trail and joined in with

Indigenous games. The students also engaged in a

Health, Sport and Physical Education Workshop,  a

Chinese Medicine workshop where they made their

own acne cream and then went to an Osteopathy

class.

 

In the evening, the students explore and immersed in the cultural experience of dining on

Lygon Street. 
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On the final day, the students attend the ACMI

Exhibition – The Story of the Moving Image. They saw

history in the making, viewing TVs from the 1960’s to

current. The students learned how the film industry

has changed across the decades and the utilisation of

storyboarding. The immersive experience also

enabled the students to get involved with designing

their own film posters.  

 

Tired and weary from their adventures, the students boarded the V-line train back to the

Latrobe Valley enlightened with experiencing urban life and full of thought with thoughts of

possibilities surrounding opportunities for further study beyond secondary school.  
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CSEF

The Camps, Sports and Excursions

Fund (CSEF) provides payments for

eligible students to attend activities

like:

school camps or trips

swimming and school-

organised sports programs

outdoor education programs

excursions and incursions.

From 2020, the Victorian Government

is investing an additional $160.9

million for the Camps, Sports and

Excursions Fund over the next four

years. This funding will help ensure

more than 220,000 government and

non-government students from lower-

income families can participate in camps, sports and excursions each year.

 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may

be eligible for the Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF).  The amount paid is $225 for

secondary school students.

 

You can obtain the CSEF application form at any Kurnai College campus office or download

the form below.

Important School Information 
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If you have any queries or require assistance completing the form, please contact your

Campus office.

 

Please note that CSEF application forms should be lodged at Kurnai College no later than

Friday 16th June 2023.

 

More information can also be found online at:

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund

Code Red Fire Danger

A reminder to all families, that on days of

Code Red in the West & South Gippsland

Fire Zone, all campuses will be closed.

This is a change to previous years, and we

ask families to be aware of this in preparation

to when Summer returns.

School Procedures for the Bushfire Season

Schools  on  the  Bushfire  At-

Risk  Register  and Schools at Risk of

Grassfire (Category 4)

 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are

used in Victoria to provide clear direction

on the safest options for preserving life.

 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) and those

at risk  of grassfire (Category 4) will be closed when a  Code Red fire danger rating day

(Catastrophic) is determined in  their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been

identified as being one of those at high bushfire or grassfire risk.

 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red

day closure  by Compass or SMS. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency

Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once

CSEF Application.pdf

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund?fbclid=IwAR0IMbdDIl_siAyCh6UbzE8wYKLyrrfg7y9A4hV97MhzzSm2ZpvL5ir2FbU
https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-5b936266-a6fb-4bc2-9e92-9b5a902ae068.pdf?deg=auto
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we are advised of the confirmation of  the  Code Red day (Catastrophic)  we  will

provide you with advice before the end of the school day.

 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in

the weather forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care

arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:

No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red

day (Catastrophic).

School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for

the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

All bus routes that travel through the Code Red area will be cancelled.

Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route

cancellations may affect our school.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on

such days children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children. 

 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that

when Code Red days  are  forecast, the  safest  option  is  to  leave  the  night

before or early on the morning of the Code Red day .

 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and

completed our Emergency Management Plan, re-prioritised any maintenance works that may

assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.

 

What can parents do?

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative

care arrangements in the event that our school is closed.

Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone

numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website

kurnai.co and by  talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching

staff about our emergency management plan.

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the

bush or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in

advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.

http://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/
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If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires

and your family’s bushfire survival plan.

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the

Department of Education and Training website –

see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

Multiple sources that offer information on emergencies are listed below:

VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your androidand iOS mobile devices

VicEmergency Hotline(1800 226 226)

Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)

Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)

ABC local radio,Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
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GippSport

Partners in Parenting Program

 

 

If you wish to promote your sporting club,

community group or non-for-profit organisation in

our school newsletter please email

kurnai.co@education.vic.gov.au

  

Community News


